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Hygromycin B Cell Culture and Plate Preparation   
For Bacteria, Plant and Mammalian Cells and Yeast 

 

Introduction 
Hygromycin B is an aminoglycoside antibiotic produced by Streptomyces hygroscopicus that 

inhibits translocation of ribosomes during translation elongation, resulting in protein synthesis 

inhibition. This antibiotic’s ability to kill bacteria, fungi, and higher eukaryotes has been useful 

in biomedical and plant research because it functions as a selection marker. Cells that carry the 

1 Kb hph gene produce a kinase that phosphorylates Hygromycin B and thus, are resistant and 

survive. Here, we describe a general protocol for the use of Hygromycin B in selection of 

bacteria, plants, mammalian cells and yeast.   

 

Materials 
 Hygromycin B (GoldBio Catalog # H-270ES) 

 Yeast extract 

 Bacto-peptone 

 Dextrose 

 HCl 1M 

 Bacto Agar 

 Trypsin (GoldBio Catalog # T-160) 

 Murashige and Skoog (MS) medium 

 Regeneration medium 

 Competent bacteria 

 Yeast  

 Calli 

 

Stock Solution and Working Concentrations 

o Use this protocol to prepare either a stock solution of 50 or 100 mg/ml Hygromycin. 

o Dilute to the following concentrations, based on the application: 

 For bacteria selection: 20-200 µg/ml. 

 For plant cell maintenance: 20 µg/ml. 

 For plant cell selection: 20-200 µg/ml. 

 For mammalian cell maintenance: 200 µg/ml. 

 For mammalian cell selection: Ranges from 50-1000 µg/ml. 

 For yeast selection: 200 µg/ml. 

 

https://www.goldbio.com/product/2338/hygromycin-b
https://www.goldbio.com/product/4004/trypsin-2500-umg-usp-grade
https://www.goldbio.com/documents/1058/Hygromycin+B+Stock+Solution.pdf
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Method 
Preparation of Yeast Extract-Peptone-Dextrose (YPD) liquid medium and plates with drugs 

1. Mix yeast extract (10 g/L), Bacto peptone (20 g/L), and dextrose (20 g/L) in 1 L of 

(deionized or distilled) H2O.   

 

2. Adjust the pH to 5.5 with 1M HCl and autoclave.  

 

Preparation of YPD plates with Hygromycin B 

1. Prepare liquid medium as above, but add Bacto Agar (20 g/L) before autoclaving.  

 

2. Add Hygromycin B at desired concentration (concentration varies and must be 

optimized).  

 

3. Allow medium to cool to 55-60°C. then pour into sterile Petri dishes.  

 

Selection of Yeast 

1. Following transformation, incubate culture at 30°C for 2-3 hours before plating on YPD 

plates containing 200 µg/ml. 

 

Selection of Mammalian Cells  

1. Transfect cells, then incubate for 48 hours in medium without Hygromycin B.  

 

2. Trypsinize cells and plate in a 1:3 dilution using medium without Hygromycin B.  

 

3. Twenty-four hours after trypsinization, replace the antibiotic-free medium with medium 

containing the appropriate concentration of Hygromycin B.  

 

Note: Hygromycin concentration needs to be optimized according to cell line.  

 

Note: Replace medium containing Hygromycin B after 2-3 days.  

 

4. Determine if foci are present after 7 days of selection and isolate them after 10 days in 

culture.  
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Selection of Plants  

1. Perform transformation with a plasmid containing the selectable marker hpt conferring 

resistance against Hygromycin B.  

 

2. Transfer calli 12 hours after transformation to MS medium and appropriate additives 

(depends on the type of plant) and place in dark conditions.  

 

3. After 48 hours place the calli in Petri dishes with the same medium and Hygromycin B 

(at desired concentration). 

 

4. Culture for 4-6 weeks with fortnight subculturing for somatic embryo development.  

 

5. Transfer to regeneration medium without Hygromycin B.  

 

Preparation of agar plates with Hygromycin B 

1. Prepare LB media by adding LB agar powder to 500 ml of deionized water in a flask.  

 

2. Autoclave the LB media in a liquid cycle.  

 

3. Cool the LB media to ~60°C (minimum of 30 minutes).  

 

4. Add Hygromycin B to desired concentration.  

 

5. Mix well by swirling.  

  

6. Pour about 10 ml into sterile plates. Let the media solidify at room temperature, 

overnight.  

 

Note: Do not allow formation of bubbles.  

 

7. When cool and solidified, wrap the plates with aluminum foil, and store at 4°C.  

 

Selection of Bacteria 

1. Thaw competent bacteria on ice.  
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2. Add 100 µl of thawed bacteria and plasmid DNA into a sterile tube, incubate on ice for 

30 minutes.  

 

3. Heat the bacteria and DNA at 42°C for 45 seconds. Then immediately place on ice for 5 

minutes.  

 

4. Add 1 ml of LB broth and incubate on a shaker at 37°C for 2 hours.  

 

Note: At this point warm up LB agar plates with hygromycin (at desired concentration) by 

placing them in a 37°C incubator. 

 

5. Spread 100 µl of the bacteria/DNA solution on LB agar plates 

 

Associated Products  
 Hygromycin B (GoldBio Catalog # H-270) 

 Trypsin (GoldBio Catalog # T-160) 
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